
Virus can be transmitted in a number of ways

Infected individual

Aerosolized viral
µ

Droplet nuclei
µ

Susceptible
individuals
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Bacteria 
is a single-cell organism that has cell walls but lack organelles and an organized nucleus 
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Even a small fraction of Bacteria can be very dangerous
Bacterial Grouth Phases
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Germs at home
When it comes to germs spread inside a home, they may spread to almost 
any corner within a short period of time

How do Germs Spread?
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It may take just 4 hours for germs to spread one person’s hands to 50% of surfaces(2)

How the germs spread?
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Prussin, A.J., Marr, L.C. Sources of airborne microorganisms in the built 
environment. Microbiome 3, 78 (2015). https://doi.org/10.1186/s40168-015-0144-z

Germ Hotspots in the home
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Germ Hotspots in the home
Sponges and coffee reservoirs, 

were in the top 10 germiest 
places in the home. 

Keys, money, computer 
keyboards, and game 

controllers did not have a 
lot of germs. 
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#1
SPONGE

468,000
Germs/Sq. Inch

#2
DRAIN

360,000
Germs/Sq. Inch

#3 #4 FAUCET
1,360 Germs/Sq. Inch

#5

#6 KITCH. FLOOR
930 Germs/Sq. Inch

A KITCHEN
HAS UP TO
2 BILLION 
BACTERIA 

4 OUT OF 6 GERMIEST PLACES
ARE IN THE KITCHEN

Germs specifics around home
The Kitchen is the germiest place in the home
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# of bacteria / sq. in. in the bathroom

Source: Josephson, Rubino, and Pepper called “Characterization and quantification of bacterial pathogens and indicator organisms in household kitchens with and without the use of a disinfectant cleaner.”  Journal of Applied Microbiology 1997, 83, 737-750

In the bathroom, the toilet is not the germiest

TOILET: 295

FLOOR: 764

BATH/SHOWER
120,000
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Germs are not on hard surfaces only –
soft surfaces can be much germier

A CARPET HAS 
UP TO 200,000 

BACTERIA

A PILLOWCASE 
HAS UP TO
12 MILLION 
BACTERIA

100x more than a 
bathroom sink

3x more than the 
AVG toilet bowl
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Source: Professor Geba – University of Arizona - Microbiology

Washing Machines are not any better

10

A washing machine 
contains on average 

100,000,000
E.Coli in the water

➔ SAME AS A 
DIRTY TOILET
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Key facts...
Germs factsheet for laundry

11
https://helpwiththewashing.co.uk/blog/clean-washing-machine/
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73%

63% 61%

52% 50%

43% 41%
36%

Germ Belief 

BATHROOM KITCHEN

Generally, people do not know what locations are 
the most dangerous
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After outbreak 9/10 people claim to be disinfecting their home, but this 
doesn’t mean they are actually using disinfection products

: 

1

2

1

1

2

5

12

13

17

18

27

53

Hard to answer

Other

Cleaning from toxins and poisions

Killing fungus

Disinfection

Cleaning from dirt

Killing viruses

Cleaning with special products

Room / Item cleaning (processing)

Cleaning

Pest control / Sanitization

Killing germs / Bacteria
Can cause 

health 
problems

Can be at my 
home

Viruses 99% 34%

Germs 92% 66%

Bacteria 92% 57%

Fungus 89% 27%

Mold 80% 33%

Dust 66% 90%

Dirt 63% 45%

13

There is still a lot of confusion and misconception on what disinfection
is and which products actually disinfect

People don’t have common and clear idea about disinfection.

Nevertheless, people understand that germs / viruses / bacteria can cause illnesses but 
significant part of them consider their home being free from germs / viruses / bacteria.

Disinfection definition
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Which is proven by the gap between claimed disinfection 
occasions vs disinfection products usage

1%

2%

1%

1%

3%

4%

5%

11%

13%

13%

18%

24%

25%

37%

Hard to answer

Other

Use cleaning service

UV lamp

Laundry

Airing at home

Big cleaning up

Surfaces processing

Wet cleaning

Remove dust

Cleaning

Chlorine (Bellizna, Domestos

Antiseptic

Cleaning products

How do you disinfect your home?

8%

10%

11%

13%

14%

19%

32%

Hard to answer

Other

I don't have time / Lazy

Excessive sterility is more harmful

No infections at home

No need

Cleaning is enough

Why you don’t disinfect your home?

10%

58%

32%Regularly

From time
to time

Never

Home disinfecting

90%

9 / 10 people claim that they disinfect their home but most of them confuse it with ordinary cleaning
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